Future of infertility treatment.
The development of techniques to prolong the window of fertility for women has the ability to meet the needs of future populations and their delay in childbearing. With current techniques of cryopreservation of embryos, oocytes, or ovarian tissue, prolongation of fertility with varying success is feasible. In the future, rejuvenation of aging oocytes will offer the opportunity for the aging women to achieve pregnancy with their own genetic offspring. Production of germ cells from embryonic stem cells is another alternative for patient with poor or depleted germ cells. Better understanding of the cause of infertility can be achieved with new techniques to evaluate the oocytes, spermatozoa, and embryos on molecular and genetic levels. With improved understanding of the etiology of infertility, treatment will be more effective. With the advance of new drugs and surgical equipment, treatment of infertility will become more convenient and effective.